Why is tobacco-free
living so important?

TOBACCOFREE LIVING

• Smoking kills more New Yorkers
than AIDS, drugs, homicide and
suicide combined.8
• Smoking is the leading cause of firerelated deaths in the U.S. and caused
470 fires in New York City in 2012.9, 10
• Secondhand smoke killed 1,000
New Yorkers every year before the
enactment of the Smoke-Free Air Act
of 2002.11

Tobacco use is a leading cause of
preventable death in the U.S.1 It is
the direct cause of many chronic
diseases, cancers, and respiratory
diseases nationwide.1 About 90% of
adult smokers nationwide started
smoking before age 18,2 and one-third
of youth who become smokers will
die prematurely as a direct result
of smoking.3 There is no risk-free
exposure to tobacco smoke either by
smoking or from secondhand smoke.4
By limiting exposure to secondhand
smoke we can significantly improve
the health of all Queens residents.

How many are breathing
secondhand smoke?

• Children living with secondhand
smoke are at increased risk of Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), ear and
respiratory infections, and worsening
asthma symptoms.4
• The Campaign for Tobacco-free Kids
estimates that each pack of cigarettes
sold adds $10.47 per pack in smoking
related health care costs and lost
productivity.8

Number of NYC Residents Exposed to
Secondhand Smoke at Home
88,000

An estimated 4.9% of Queens adults,
or about 88,000 Queens residents,
are exposed to smoke at home.5
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TOBACCO-FREE LIVING
What do we know about
smokers in Queens?

How is the Partnership for a Healthier
Queens helping?

• 14.9% of adults currently smoke
in Queens, which amounts to
approximately 261,000 people.5

It’s hard to help all 2.2 million Queens residents become healthier,
one person at a time. That’s why the Partnership is instead focusing
on transforming the places in which people live, work, and play, to
make it easier to live a healthy lifestyle. The goal is to make healthy
living easier, safer and more affordable for everyone—no matter who
you are or where you live.

• About 6,000 or 10.2% of public high
school students in Queens are
current smokers.6
• Smoking in Queens adults is
significantly higher in men (21.2%)
compared to women (8.6%).5

The Partnership for a Healthier Queens is:

• Smoking is more common in white
youth (18.8%) when compared to black
youth (5.8%).7 However, the negative
health consequences from smoking
happen regardless of race, gender,
or ethnicity.

• Meeting with community development corporations to educate staff
and encourage them to educate the community and build support
for smoke-free policies.

• Presenting to community members about the harmful effects of
secondhand smoke and the benefits of smoke-free housing policies.

• Providing information and guidance to tenants, residents, property
managers and owners about voluntary smoke-free housing policies.
• Assisting tenants, residents, property managers and owners to help
make their buildings smoke-free by providing signs, stop smoking aids,
legal assistance, hosting meetings, and conducting tenant surveys.
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